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1 July Meeting  

 
Please note that the Library is open for members from 7.00pm to 7.25pm on meeting nights. 

 
The next meeting of the Society will be held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 10 July 2007 in the first floor rooms of 
Turnbull House, Bowen Street, Wellington. 
 
Programme:   Business 

  Items of Interest 

  Speaker:  President’s Night 

A Potpourri this evening from our President Brian Vincent  
 

2 June Meeting 

This meeting was a joint one held at the Hutt Valley Philatelic Society’s meeting room and their President, 
Leigh Gravestock welcomed everyone.  The presenters of two items of interest asked for information: 
Patrick Brownsey showed an enlarged photocopy of an item sent to him from Campbell Paterson Ltd. The 
stamp-like item depicted a design of the Clematis flower, 3d value, and was on a light grey-blue background. 
Patrick said he couldn’t find any clues in the archives and was hoping someone may have further information.  
He thought that it may have been 1950ish or possibly a design for the 1960 Pictorials issue. 
 
Des Hurley showed a selection of early black and white postcards, one featured a possible military camp at 
Otane.  Can anyone help identify the camp which may have been one of the in-transit, territorial or even boys’ 
camps between the Boer War and WWI? 
 

3.      Guest and main speaker, Ivor Masters, General Manager of Stamps and Collectables at NZPost.   

Ivor commenced by saying that if you look around the world collecting in all forms is declining.  He suggested 
that most of the collectors at the evening’s presentation were introduced to the hobby at an early age as a 
social activity which allowed them to visualise what overseas countries were like.  Now most people 
communicate with emails and go overseas more than we ever did. There is also a decline in stamp issuing 
numbers as many people in business haven’t time to stick on postage stamps.  NZPost is constantly creating 
new ways to speed up the process of mail delivery.  Stamps generally now are not considered user friendly, 
especially for large businesses.  There is also a huge flood of products on the market, which confuses 
collectors.  Personalised stamps have been created which allow customers to download from the web and have 
their own stamps created for any occasion.  Another similar product is the Personalised postage stamp (or 
Customised Advertising Label as it was formerly called – CAL for short).  This is also a downloadable 
product, which may very well create literally 1000s of different types.  NZPost do not treat or consider them a 
stamp because there is no official issue date, no “off sale” date, no first day covers and the terms and 
conditions under which they are printed allows NZPost to produce as many as they like. 
 
Why so many stamp issues and why always high values are constant questions Ivor is asked.  He assures us 
that they are looking at ways of minimising them.  In the last few years the demand for stamps has been 
declining by 12 – 15% a year.  What is NZPost doing?  Brand new premises in Wanganui bringing efficiencies 
of production, better processes, adopting new practices for external customers.  Changing their focus and 



expanding.  So it was a major initiative and rebranding when the two Real Aotearoa stores were opened in 
Christchurch and Auckland.  NZPost incorporated the stamps in their new shops as well as the tourism 
products supporting regional artists.  They are finding the foot traffic has gone up and people are spending 
much more on stamp products. 
 
Ivor introduced James Te Puni, the new Sales and Marketing Manager, to the meeting.  He has replaced Shaun 
Irvin.  Also a number of new products were displayed, including the soon to be issued Classic Kiwi stamps. 
 
Our President, Brian Vincent, gave the vote of thanks and all went home a little more enlightened. 
 

4 Subscriptions for 2007/08 year now due 
Please note that your invoice (on gold paper) is enclosed  with this newsletter, unless you are already financial.  
When returning your invoice please include your email address, if you have one, and also your new postcode. 
 

5 Postal Sales 

May Postal Sale grossed $30,633.  Next Postal Sale will be November 2007. 

 

6 Sydney Stamp Expo 2007 

The Postage Stamps of New Zealand Vol. IX won a Gold Award and The RPSNZ Library: A Listing of Library 

Holdings 2007 Edition won a Large Silver.  Congratulations also go to Colin Larsen – Gleanings from a 

Samoan Waste Paper Basket 1983-1992 Large Vermeil; Ross Marhsall – US-USSR Scientiest Exchange 

Programme in Antarctica Vermeil, and Adam Miller – Stamps on Music Large Vermeil. 

 

7 Additions to Library since the 2007 Library List was published 

Monographs 
The RPSNZ Library: A List of Library Holdings 2007 Ed., Adam Miller, 100 pp 
The ‘Chalon’ Issues of New Zealand, 6

th
 Ed. 2007, Ken Lynch, 3 vols (137+143+61pp) 

Royal Mail Steam Packets – Pacific Steam Navigation Co. 1850, 1852, 1864, 1870, Xerox, 50pp 
The Stamp Lover: Index to Current Philatelic Literature, extracts 1961-1974. 
The Stamp Lover: Postal Forgeries of the World, extracts 1965-1974. 
New Zealand Parcel Carriage Labels, Jim Brodie, colour Xerox of collection, 110pp. 
Postage Stamps of New Zealand Volume IX. Postal Stationery, R.D.Samuel, Ed. B.G. Vincent, 2007, 
xvii+492pp 
New Zealand’s Reefton Provisional Official Stamps of 1907, Ronald M. Ingram.  Ex Amer. Phil  Nov 1993. 
Stamps on Music – The Worldwide Catalogue & Handbook of stamps issued under Copyright Acts, Adam 
Miller, 2007, xxxii+208pp. 
Stamp Perforation: The Somerset House Years 1848 to 1880, Ray Simpson & Peter Sargent, 2006, xvi+370pp. 
 
Journals 
The New Zealand Chalon Quarterly, KWJL Pubs, incl all back issues to #1, Feb 2002. 
The New Zealand Phil Quill, KWJL Pubs, incl all back issues to #1 Feb 2006. 
PNG Stamp News, a run from 10/3 Mar 1964 to 13/3 Mar 1967. 
More next month. 
 

8 Welcome to new members 

 The following joined last month:  From NZ – Peter Boston, Kevin Grant, Carol Rankin, Neill Williams, Paul 
Kelway, John Shirley, Grant Clifford.  From UK – John England.  From Northern Ireland – Jonathan Barkley.   
A J Schluter and Peter Gilmour have also rejoined. 
 
 


